Finance Committee Minutes

For September 20, 2006
Room 5, Town Hall

Present:  Mr. Mastascusa, Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Jones, Sr., Ms. Hurlbut, Mr. Kelliher, Mr. Hoadley and Mr. Casazza

Absent:  Mr. Westervelt
Guests:  Mr. Tassone, Finance Director, Mr. Balukonis, Town Administrator and Gil 
At 7:35, Mr. Mastascusa, Chair, called the meeting to order.

Mr. Balukonis advised members that the Board of Selectmen will be meeting on Monday, September 25th to review all the articles and sign the warrant.  Mr. Balukonis handed out a revised Draft Warrant and went over the changes with members.  

Calculation of FY07 Salary Pool – Compensation changes.  Many eligible employees put in for their 15% stipend.  Mr. Balukonis remarked that there may be some changes regarding the 15% stipend and this may be why so many have now applied for it.  Mr. Balukonis talked about a new Merit Pool and said that the Police, Fire and Town Hall workers contracts were tentatively settled.  Mr. Balukonis talked about some changes in funding, such as; putting $379,000 into solid waste, putting money back in for field maintenance, restoring $120,000 to the school budget to delay layoffs and approving $16,518 for the vocational school, with local receipts to complete the shortfall.

Mr. Balukonis explained that Article 13 is for the appropriation of the $350,000, plus the additional $150,000 gift, from the J. T. Berry project.  Article 20 - taking New England Power Co property for the water treatment plant.  Mr. Jones, Sr., asked whether the property was being taken by eminent domain or fair market value.  Mr. Balukonis indicated that he didn’t know at this time.

Mr. Tassone handed out a sheet entitled “Other Available Funds – Updated for FY07”, outlining the amount of certified free cash, which includes money from FEMA reimbursement and available State Aid.  Mr. Tassone supplied members with backup material for Capital Items outlined in Article 9.  Members would still like to have Brian Wood explain some details for his items.  Mr. Jones, Sr., asked about the CIP plan.  He also thought the radios were funded in the Police Building project.

Ms. Hurlbut explained the need for the Secondary School Facilities Needs Study.  Ms. Hurlbut said that the Master Plan of School Facility is required for getting reimbursements and needed 
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when filing for applications.  Part of the study is a GEO study; site evaluation, and a parking study, but an absolute figure is really unknown.  Mr. Jones, Sr., said that he would rather vote for the Town Administrator’s recommendation of $35,000
MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO RECOMMEND $50,000 TO FUND THE SECONDARY SCHOOL FACILITIES NEEDS STUDY.  MR. CASAZZA SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  1-6-1, MS. HURLBUT ABSTAINED, MR. MASTASCUSA WAS IN FAVOR.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED TO APPROVE $35,000 TO FUND THE SECONDARY SCHOOL FACILITIES NEEDS STUDY.  MR. WOLPIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  1-7, MS. HURLBUT AGAINST.

Mr. Tassone passed around a debt service schedule.
MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO RECOMMEND $913,183 FOR ARTICLE 15, FUND MIDDLE SCHOOL MODULAR CLASSROOMS.  MR. KELLIHER SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY (7-0)

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 16, TO ADD FUNDS TO SOLID WASTE STABILIZATION FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $262,000.  MR. CASAZZA SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY (7-0)

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 17, ADD FUNDS TO OVERLAY PROPERTY VALUATION STABILIZATION FUND.  MR. KELLIHER SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY (7-0)

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 19, MULTI-YEAR CONTRACT EXTENSION – HILLVIEW FUNCTION HALL AND PUB CONTRACT.  MR. KELLIHER SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY (7-0)
MR. CASAZZA MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 22, CONVEYANCE OF PARCEL OF TOWN OWNED LAND – EISENHAURE POND PARK (PARCEL B).  MR. WOLPIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  7-0-1, MR. JONES, ABSTAINED.
MR. WOLPIN MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 23, CONVEYANCE OF PARCEL OF TOWN OWNED LAND – EISENHAURE POND PARK (PARCEL B).  MR. WOLPIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  7-0-1, MR. JONES, ABSTAINED.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED TO APPROVE ARTICLE 28, CITIZENS’ PETITION – RE-ZONE 51 WINTER STREET.  MR. CASAZZA SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY (7-0)
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Minutes
MR. CASAZZA MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2006, AS AMENDED.  MR. KELLIHER SECONDED THE MOTION. VOTED: UNANIMOUSLY (7-0)

Chair advised members that Ms. Hurlbut has resigned from the Infrastructure Committee and asked for a volunteer to take her place.  Mr. Casazza agreed to serve on the Committee.
MR. KELLIHER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:10 pm.  MR. JONES, SR., SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY. 

The next meeting of the Committee was set for Tuesday, September 26, 2006 at 7:30 PM.

  Approved _____________________ dated _____________
